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Grid 1 / assemblage~LAYFR 2
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Outside with dirt Inside under feature 3 & feature 4

Pit of small rocks:
pit continues under stone
wall~vwet,white rocks &
bug carcasses.,

Rock dump found in back,right
hand corner.

Actual size of
rocks!
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ARCHEOLOGICAL S8ITE SURVEY FORM -~ UHS 29

! 1.} What is the site coda?

Qur code is WHI-29-1-8&-LAYBR~-ARTIFACT. WHE stands for
¥innacunnet High School, 29 stands for dig site §29, 1

i stands fox Grid Teaw fl,and 86 stands for the year 19386.
Then you put the layer in which the aztlfact was found, and
the number of the axtifect.

2.) Quad: The name of the quadrangle.
Newmarket Quadrangle.

3.) County: The name of the county within which the site
oCLuXS.

Rockingham County.

4.) Town: The name c¢f the town in which the site is
located. .

Newmarket, New Hampshire.

5.) Lecation:Detazils concerning the location ¢f the site in|
relation to slgniflcant natural or cultural features.
\ Compass zreadings to the features should be included.

Dig site ¥HS 29 is 1.5 miles ( 2.4 km } north of the
Boston and Maine Raiiroad. It is approximately 2.3 miles |
3.6 sm ) north scuth-west of the Newmerket Publlc High
; School and ocne-fourth mlile belew the south tip of Tuttle

Swamp. Also it is nerth of benchmaxk 106, alongside the BsaM
Railrcad ( 1.5 miles }.

6€.) On contour elevation.
0ig site WHS 2% is ninety feat above asea level.
7.) Previous deslgnation for site.

There were no previous investigations or daesignations
known made for dig site WHS 29,

8.) Owner and (9). hMdzess:

Hz. ¥illiam Bentley owns & ranch style house on the
plece of land containing our dig site.The house has no
numbex,so the addresg is as folleows: Grant Road,Newnarket
New Mampshire 03857.




10.) Previous owners , dates.

The cne-room school heuse foundation was, when |
functioning bullding,cwned by the town.The land,howersr,was
a grant to the Hilton family from the King of Englari,and
later sold to the Dearborn family.Jameg Bently,¥Willam
Bently's father, bought the corner lot that contain our
site.0n this lot ls also the house that James Bentl bullt,
where his son now lives.

11.) Present tenant.
¥y . Bentley iives on the propezrty with his wi.2 Judy.

12.}) Attitude towvard excavation: Permissliorn for paisible
excavation should be obtained in the £i21d whenewvar
practical. Any stipulations by the tenant as to e:vavation
should be recoxrded in detall.

No stipulations were made exceplt for a yxeturn of any ‘
desirable artifacts to Mz.Bently,after Lhelr complete uas,

13.} bescription of site: The type of site and itz
physiographic location.

WHS 29 is located about 5 feet on the north £ Grapevine
Hill Road, also known as Grant Road. It lles on: mile east
of the Four Cozxner intexsection. : *

14.) Area: Approximate measurement of asite.

WS ' 29 area was measured in two seperate sactions. The
main section measured 539.4 sguaxe feet. The sialler
geperate section measured 103.5 square foet,

15.) bepth: To be detezmined from soll exposure cn & stream
or road ox by means of test excavations.

~ The sofl was level with the rock foundation, which
itself was approximately two feet high, implanied on a wound
{ some areas were highexr than others ).

16.) Height: This measurmeat should be recordec whenever the
deposlt has & diztinct mound £crm.

Tre foundation was on @ small hill or mound, about four
feet above road lewvel.

17.} Vegetation: Native planta which grow on the site.As
research progresgsses it may be discovered that certain plants
are associated with archeclogical sites.




“he dig site coentalned polisen Lvy, weeds, grass, and
sowe very sarll Lress. The surrounding ares way vary waody,
mostly pine and oak trees, )

18, Heareg? water: Dlrection angdg distance to bthe nearast
£resh water.

The Lamprey River s thoee milaes ecast of Jdig alte Wug
291
L12.1508) and site: The nature ¢f the deposit should be
described in as great datell g pessible. Aoldity should be
recorded 1€ posalible.

The aoll of our site was falzlv recky and dark,and in
sone places,.8$-10 lnchee dewn the dapk soll gave way to & wed
goil. (Ses the Lollowlng pege Zor the fSell Survwsy Poiwm -

‘ng) “ ’

20.Y Surrounding soil ftyps: Chtsined frxow Jocal offlicial of
U.S. Depaztment of Agriculibure or 801} Burvey Reporis.

See the fLfeillowing page fox the foll Survey Form - %3i8a,
21.) Pravious axcavation:

WHE 29 was Lhe Flrat group o excavate the Grant Rosd
Jchoolhouse foundation.

22.) Cultivatisn: The pnunber of years of cultivation and
mention of the gpecific crop are uvseful In estimatlng Lhe
amount of wedification of the puxface and Lhe time oL year
at which ercpvation is moel feasslidle.

There has been ng Boown owltivation im it's histouy.
”
23.) Erosion: The nature of eroxive action on & site and tha
extent of damage should be recovded.

The stone wall 33 mestly in tact, only sowme of the rack
has eroded and crusblied. Plenes of zrroded wood were found,
prebably ieft when the school was woved., The metal artifagts
found were corrodaed hecause of natural chemicals in the
s50iY., , ; .

24.) Bulldings, roads, eta.: Ak map showling the relationship
of svuch modern culteral feztures Lo the site zhould be
incleded en A& skeftch map of the mite,

The wap Wwill be labelad -#34- in thls report.

25.) Possibllity of destruntion: List any natwral or
cultural agencles which threaten %his ali¢e.

It i3 very clase to the xoad, » posaibility of
collislion and poliution ( pansersby’s pollute azea ), the




cwner could also destroy it for cosmetic or developm:nt
reasgons.

26.) Featuresn: Any gurface features of aboriginal himan
origlin should be degscribed. Colonial sites will exbkiblit a
variety of cellar holes, wolls, pavements, etc. Pecture
records will be made foz any items that aze locatel, and
cross—-refexance notes also.

Dig site 29 had a f£lat dirt flecoxr, with only & few
large rocks cmbeded under it's surface.¥While digoing in the
eastern corner of the main section,a large group of

fist-slzed white rocks wsze found bensath two la:ge,flat
rocks.

27.) Burials: Bxposed burlals or local traditiois or burlals
on tha sgite.

There were no burlals feund on or around che slte.
28.) Artifascts: This entry should recoxd the location of any
artifacts recoverad from the aite.

Inciuded in this report &re &ig site msps marked where
the artifacts wozs found. Also thexe is an extenaive list of

every artifact found and a éeuczipt&on { willi be labeled
-§28- hxrtifacts ).

29.) Remarks: This space may be used for zny addltional
pertinant detalls not provided for on- the form.

The areca vas sometimes used as a place for the ownere

trash or for passerby's polluting because of 3022 modern day
debree found.

30.) Published References: Bibliographic raferences should -
be made to any published accounte of the gite whether in the

ethnograpghlc literature, histozical sources cx archeological
Ieports.

There is bibllography at the end ef this repoxt.

31). Sketch Hap: Nape of mapwsker. The map will appeax on a
separate sheet of paper. ‘

Sketch maps are included in this report ( sce -§24-,and
~#28-).Alsc included are maps of cur dig site by ANN
DESHAILIS.

32.) Date: Date of the completion of the survey form.

The éugvey report form was completed January 17, 1987.




33.) Record:d. 3y: Hasea of tha )erson(a} preparing the suzxvey
teport form

HEATHE! HOLT and KATIR CBCOGRAN prepared and answered
all the quertions of the sursrey ceport form.

34.) Photos: The £ield catolug number of roll and £lle
numbex of jhotographs taken or tha site. The £inal recozd
sheould coniain the Seciety :afclog numbers of the negatives.

Ho pi:tures were taker, hut many slides were made for
the presencation.They inciiwds 113 taken at the site and 40
taker. of lab work and rese.rch.




~#19-~ . SOIL SURVEY

80i) of §ite ( Immediate Area )

Topsoll - dark brown, f£ine sandy loam

Subsoll - yellowish brown, gravelly, fine sandy 1-4m
Substratum - llight brownish, cobbly, fine sandy ™am
Stone Cover - 3% of soll surface

DPxalnage - well to excessive

Depth to Sheetrock - 20-60 inches )
Permeabllity ( soaks up water } - moderately 0 rapid
Watexr Capacity - medexate to low

Flooding Freguency - none

Potantial Frost Actlion ~ moderate to low

-~ The soil is poorly suited for producing <rops
because of meny surface stones. The soil is gsui.d for
woodland. ‘
- Most of the s0ll is used for woodland., Some ls used
for urban developmant, but the bedrock is not (eep enough
for good building and a septic system.

~$20- SOIL SURVEY
| Surrounding foll Twse |

Topsoil ~ mottied light brownish g1y, fine sand loam

Subscil -~ mottled brownlish yellow, Loamy sand

Substratum - mottled qray silt losr

-8oll surface - 1 foot high humyocks scatterxed
throughout area -

Drainage - poor .

Depth to Sheetrock - .5 - §.5 £t

Depth to Bedrock - greatexr than {0 feet

Permeability ( soaks up water } - moderately slow

Water Capacity - high

Flecoding Frequency - none

Potential Frost Action - ilow

- This soll is sulted to crop pirucing. It is also
ugsed as woodland, containing red maple, elm, hemlock,and
eastern white pine. :

- This soil is poorly suited for urban developument
because of its wetness, ponding, frost iction, and It soaks
up water slowvly,

- Most axeas are woodland though some are used for
cxops and forxrage. Sometimes this area 1ls called wetland
(near Tuttie Swamp ).

Prepazed by Katine Corcoran.p
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-$26-~ LIST OF ARTIFACTS

Complete sorting of the rscorxds of the
artifacts,assemblages,and sifted items and printing and
gathexing of the following informatjion,was done by Heather
Holt with assistance from Katie Coxcoran. Original recorders'
were: Kristl Casey,Michelle Hammond,and Debra Szymczak.

The LIST OF ARTIFACTS will be set up this way:
SITE:9WHS 29 GRID: DATB:11/18/86

NUMBER LEVEL LENGTH WIDTH DEPTH MATERIAL TIME DESCRIPTICHM

NUMPER: The number of the axtifact in a given section
{grid) at a given layexr (level}.

LEVEL: The layexr of soll,determined by colox and/or
moisture and/or content. Thisz space indicates the level at
which the given artifact was found.

LENGTH: A measurement from the datum point (a main
gstake placed in a corner of the gxid, from which all

artifacts arc measured) to the point on the side of the grid

which is closest to the given artifact and ls in alignment
with that artifact.

WIDTH: A masurement from the point non the side of the
grid to the glven artifact.

DEPTH: How faxr beneath the surface the artifact was
found.

MATERIAL: Cf which the grtifact was belived to be
when recorded.

TIME: Yhen the artifact was first racoxded at the
field mtation.

DESCRIPTION: Measurxemants and characteristlics of the
artifact. .

3ITE: WH8 29 GRID: 1 DATR: 1is/18/86

Nothing was found on the firxgt layer (Gopacil) of this grid.

NUMBER LEVEL LENGTH WIOTH DEPTH MATERIAM., TIME DESCRIPTICH

1 2 5t11" 4°11F e Jlans INc47T 15/16" clear




2 2 127¢"- 22  2'5% nmetal
SO RSP SRYRRINRET D 8. 1 ¢ | § L P
1 2 = wee =ee petal

2 2 - e matal

3 2 - -m= === matal

4 2 - —e= === glags

5 2 - e we= Qla3s

6 ) . ——a .- record

11:06 whole nall

ey WA AT ) B BB G At A T e

10:55 nrail plece
10:55 nail plece
11:06 rall
11:15 shazp plece

11:27 t¢txiangle
shaped

11:29 record piece

SITR: WH3 2% GRID: A DATE: 11/18/86

Nothing was found on the £irst layexr of this grid.

NUMBBR LEVHL LENGTH WIDTH DEPTH MATERIAL TIMR DEBCRIPTION

T 2 16" 411% i= brick 11:2)X Rad,solid,
. intact
2 2 150" 12'3% 4" sparkplug 11:33 white,
yelliow &black
3 2 L3I%L4% 1L am 4% pottery 11:40 small,blue
' & white
........................... SIFTED.-..- o G B Wt G T i e T i T o W P - P o o Sa
i 2 -— - -~-  georamic 106:05 3/4" % 5/8"
zoundlsh-
1/8" thick

2 2 -—= - -=-=  ceramic
3 2 - -—- --~ pottery
¢ 2 - - -=~ geramic
f 2 ~—— ~—— --- pottezy
6 2 - —— - glass
7 2 ~-= .- -

10:13 374" * 1/3"
1/8" thick

18:17 1s74m » 1/2°
1/6" thick

1¢:21 172" = 1/2°
174" thick

10:23 172" ® 3/8"
ball-like
18® thick

10:24 r AL 8
1/716" thick

16:24 1/4 % 1/8"
nall




sl

8 z - ——— -~=  @eramic 10:25 174" % 174

ball-1like
- 1/78% thick
3 2 —em em=  -e- plastic  10:31 1/4% # 1/4%
flat,sgquare
1/16% thick
10 2 R - 8 o glass 18:21 1i/4% & 3/8%
1/716% thick
1o 2 wmw emm ece gozamie  10:36  3/8% ® 1/2% .
. . 1/8% thick
: %
12 2 mew o mme wee yGod 106:36 1 # 1/4"
) . peg-like ,
1/74% thick
33 2 - waw omee glegs  10:41 3/4" ® L/23%
1/8% thick
14 2 wmm eem e gegemic 103157 . —-m--
15 2 ——- we=- e glase  31:07 0 -~---
18 2 - - ~--  cepsmic 11:37 000 -----
17 2 - —w= === geremic 12:34 = -----
18 2 - e e=e GlAang 1:09 e~
12 2 - v ee= pEtal 1:13 a few nalls .
20 2 - e eme DlAGLEE 1:14 -
21 &2 e —me wes gezamic  L:15 -
22 2 - Sww wee gless 1:17  emee-

SITE: VWHE 29 GRID: Coead Clusaet DATB: 11/18/86¢6 '

NUMBER LEVEL LENGTH WIDTH DREPTH HMATERIAL TIME DEBSCRIPTION ‘

1 1 13°2% 4'11" oM metal - 9:37 widshield
TOP wiper
137 & j/2%
' 1/4"thick
2 1 3v§5n 459 & ® glaga 10:05 2% % 1/4"

semicicscular




- s Y ATD e WS e Ge - W A IS Tin wep AYS S ey e

¢ i
5 1
1 2
2 2
3 2
L 2
1L/8%® thick
P 2
3 2
plece
4 2
5 2
& 2
7 2
8 2
k- 2
i0 2
11 2
12 2
i3 2
14 2

09

693[?7#

7~0 ge '

£° 2%
331"
25"

5°9%

‘59

Sea0®

8!6!‘3

i*i#
i02®

ﬁm

" glassz 10:05% 2 1l/2% x 1/2¢

#  coal

% glastic

glnas

semicircular

w/desiqgn

12:50 bzroken in two
during packing

12:59

1:23

& A/2® pottery 2:00

SM

alats

2:41

recoxd plece

gsmall piece
small piece

slate -
pencll

B s CED v MK S TS GTh WO SR ERP IR S4e G WS B4 TR e B MG O ST O WA @S U et e g s S drfe ]

glians

giase
patal

glass
glang
cians
giuss
glass

giass
wetal

glaag -

slate
netal

metal

10:18

30:3¢
12:42
1:20

1:23
2:00

2:03
2:05
2:19
. 2:19

1 /3% =

1 x/¢4°

3747 #3/8"%
iong,thin

narrow,oamsall
rectangle

small ,squarxe

w/jagged edga

small,square

v/jagged edge

small,
rectangle

tiny, house-~
shaped

tiny plece
tiany,round

squarish
pencil
nall

nail




1% i ——— s v - unknown 2:06 evidence of

man
16 2 - - —— = o e glans 2:07 smwali,
: . jagged edie
17 2 - - ~em o metal 2:16 mnail
18 A m— -~ ‘gnknewns  2:20 small,
8QUIEE
19 2 - — e ~=e  pottery 2335 smpall

_h38EHBLAGES

All artifacts in the folloving sssemblages warze
@iscovered botwsen 1:40pm & 2:2%pm in the coat closet _
gection of ocur grid. Pox the iocations of thase srsesblaces,
see the artifact meps alse Lnciuded in this neport.

ASERHMBLACE i:
hpproximately 7% nails
14 pimces of glams (twe heving zed merkings)
2. screws |
pigg@ af slate
?giﬁt@ pencil
5 pleces of comi
3 pieces of rusted metal
ABSBMBLAGE 2:
Approximatey 15 na&lé
8 pleces of pottery
% pleves of clear glass

3 piecws of plaster
SITE: WHS GEID: ELL BATE: 1L/7.8/46
NUMBER LEVEL LEHGTH WIDTH DEPTH MATERIEL TIME DSYCRIPTION

1 2 2° Jegw 2% . metal Lize3 % /4% 2
i 378"




,f.. Y A
2 2 Lt io®  1¢ 6% 2 1:47 butten
3/4% 2 3/4°%
vexy thin
) 3 2 6°'1/2% 2'6® A'3i/2% brick 1:48 good gized
caunk
L] : 2 63® 2°30 L1/2° 5% Dhrick 1:49 w
5 2 7'4® 59 4 slate 1:50  pencil
&/gﬂ ® 3/‘u
very thin
K3 2 1°1¢% S5'¢e" i% gtring 2:17 1ed plece
. 10"long
7 .2 4°9° 3 1¢= ash 2:28 usever re-
e coverad
R
A S A . e AT WS Gy B wEz GTF WSS 00V SO QWR Mrs TR AR b e —Srmﬁ mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
1 2 - e -=--  glasg 10:36 L l/4w =
374"
1/8" thick
2 2 - ——— -—— glass 10:36 1 3/4% *
. 7/8%
1/8” thick
3 2 e ——— - vood 10:41 3 1/8% #
' L 1/72%
578" thick
4 2 - - wee GLESS 10:41 small plece
8 2 e on -— ~mw Glans 10:42 small plece
6 2 - .- ~om  QSIREY 10:44 tiny piece
7 -2 - -——— -~ pluster 10:57 £/78" ¢
11/16"
/4™ thick
8 2 - - ~-—-  patal 16: 57 bent nail
9 2 —-——— bt . o~ gatal 310:57 bent nail
i
10 2 o— rene ~~=  metal 10:57 natl
11 2 - - - e pabel 10:57 kent nail
12 2 - —-——— wwen WOGA 10:58 smalil,iaqgg-
ed on the




13
14
15
16
17
18
1%
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

30

31

32

33
34
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36
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wood
glass
matel

Glansg

gi@mﬁ'

wetel
metal

setal

‘glass

glaes
glass
glass
petal
petal
watal
metal

glans

gioaa

glasn

glas®

matal
maetal
watal

LOR RT3

1G:58
i1:00
i1:06
di2l
13:22
13:2¢
11:24
1i:24
31:33
11:33
11;33
11:33
11:33
11233
311233
13:33
13:33

13:33
11:33
13:33

12:36
12:36
12536
L4336

brown
1890 pernny
smallplece
small pliece.
bent nail
bant nail
nail
tiny pliece
amalf plece
tiny plece |
tiny plece ’
bent nail
bent nall
nalil
nall

tiny,brown
piece

amall,brovwn
plece

gmall,brown
plece

small,brown
piece

nail
natl
bent naill

emill cleax.
plece
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For locations of the aBeeRblages,2oe ¢he naps alto
1nc1ude@ in this zeport. '

ASSEMBLAGE 1: ASSRMBLIOB 2 AUBBMBLAGE 3
-Wood . Yol ~Metal

; ~Halls ~WHTLE -Pottery
~Glasa ~Q@rene ~telle
-Glass

ASSEMBLIGE 4:

-Pottary

~-Hetal (thin curved pisce w/handle)
ASSEMBLIGR 5:

~Potteary ( mogt pleces wre brown on the inside
w/blue markings on the outside).

Z - - - wood 12:44 burnt
38 R -~~~  metal 1:34  nail |
39 2 s - - ? 4314 button
40 2 o~ e - - ? d:14 button
43 2 e i -~ @lags Lild emall,clear
pleca ‘
. 42 2 - v ==  glaco i:04 @ "
43 2 ———— e —;~‘ glasa 1:14 * ®
a4 -2 e - - glaza Jsie ¢ "
45 2 e ——een ce-  matal L2121 na.
L1 2 ——— e - - motal 1231 ” "
47 R R F petal 1121 o L
48 2 eee e --- Dbone 2148 of smail




WHS 23
CORCLUSION

This conclusion is an academic re-creation of the
past, made by puttling together and sifting through researxch
that our grid team has done, and dravwing conclusions from
jt. These conglusions and facts are written in chronological
ordezr, forming the concluded history of our dig site.

During the early 1800's in Newmazrket, New Hamp-
shire, the population was lncreaszlng enough so that another
district school was needed in the town. This school was
named Grant School, because the land on wvwhich it was builtl
had been granted by the king of England to the Hilton family
during the 1600°'s. '

It wvas 2 small achool, made of wood ( de-
texmined from & drxawlng of the schoelhouse found on a
plate). The wzils on the inside were made of a plaster
containing animal hairs and blts of rock ( we found some
while digging ). There was one main room and a coat closet.
We determined this becauge the foundation showed a long,
narrow space just where a coat cinset should be. At the end
¢f the coat clceset was a small sqguare area most likely used
for storing coal { a few coal pleces were found there ). The
coal was burned in an izon stove. Cast {ron stove pleces
were found In a seperate section of the school ( used for
stcrage, for @ variety of artifacls were found in there). 1f
you were entexring the shoclhouse, the storage area ( refered
to as the ell in this report ) would be on your right, the
coat closet would be at your left, and the doorway to the
wain room would be stralght ahead. The schoolhouse must have
had wooden £looxs because many small artifscts were found;
evidence of cracks between the f£loor slabs. A fewer amount
of artifacts were found in ¢the main area; at least they were
much smaller than in the 2ll and coast clesget. That means
the schoolhouse floors were more tightly put together than
the ell, or the teachexr was very strict about dropping
things.

Grant School opened duxing the 1830's ( pnalls wcre
dated to that time, also a Newmarket historian told us ).
According tc Newmarket school rxeports, the classes were very
small, somelimes having as tew as gix students. Between 1885
and 1891, students from the Four Coxners' arxea ( see - #24-
map ) combined classes with the CGrant School, most likely
from such a small number of students in those districts. The

teachers were usually not marrled, female, and they slarted

teaching at a young age, around 18 or 19 ( town school
reports ). But being 2 teacher dl1d not always mean they were
goeing tu be 0ld maids. Mrs.Priscilla Schanda, a Kewmarket
historian, teld uws of a teacher, Mary Doe, who used to smile
and wave at a certain gentleman every day as he went Jown
the road by the schoel. Thils also concludes that there was a
window looking towards the rcad by the teachexs desk (a




largye nuwbe:r of cliar glass pleces found « no supouric
this). :
Working and farming was more important than schooling back
then, for the schoeo. was onlvy in session tor ftive and-a-half
manths of the wyear. The clothes that they wore had buttons,
not just hooks ( a coriple ware found, and were dated to that
time era ). Students i1sed a slate beoard and slate pencils to
do their studiea. Moot of the slate artifacts were found in
the coat closet. The students prohably lost them when
putting their coats o1 and preparing te gc home. One student
even dropped his/her ciata, and while picking up the pleces,
one dropped through th: cracks.

During the year, some ntudents left, eithexr going aon to
highschool in 2 different place ( Grant schoolhouse taught
grades one-elght accordiny to schoclhouse report ), leaving
to help the family, ox 4e: a job. While in school, the class
maintained a friendly c.cieness. An example iz a true story
of a midget who went to Grant School, then on to high:
school, but went back to Uzamnt School because the students
there were so much nicex 42 him.

" The teachers wexe allowed to glve students
medicine, or one of the teichsrs was sick and used medicine,
for a medicine bottle was igund dated back to the mid-
1800's. It probably conta'n2d cough syrup, or something else
for wint:r aliments. Also, % is thought that tlhe students
may have, at times, eaten lmch there and used plates or
bowls, etc. stored in the «ll. It is probable that lunch
would have been eaten in school on winter days vwhen the
traveling was difficult. Als>, children living loung
distances from the school wiuld have prefered remalning in
school to traveling home £or lunch. Students may have
brought & couple pennies to sthool for the semester to help
pay for the expenses a teacher would have preparxing a hot
Junch for the children. We kncw that it was not common for
children to carry around monney, buat thisz could explaln the
penny we fcund. Pottery pieces were found that were made in
the early to mid 1800's. There were cven pleces of a jug
found that could have countalned clider, maple syrup, oxr some
vther liguid. That Jjuy was found to he made Iln Europe (
maybe Germary ), probably meaning Newmarket had trading
conections with Europe at that %ime. Unfortunately a student
cr two dropped their plates while eating, and some pleces
f¢ll Lhrough the cracks.

By 190C tLhe Gramnt School ceased to be a schoal and
i beceme a meeting house for the nelighborhooud and church
meetings { Newwu:ikat historlan Informed us of that ). The
church meetings vere based on the Prolestant religion. Most
New tngland towns at Lhat time were Protestant and the king
of England wiic granted them that land was of Protestant
value also.

We mentioned before that a couple ordinary buttons
were found in the coat closet thal could have been dropped
by one of the students. We also found a button with a very
intrigquite Jdesign, being very old { late 1700°'s }. It had a
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picture of mill on it, which would make sense because
Newmarket was a mill town for a long time. It being so
intriquite and old, somecone going to the meetings probably
vore it ( unlikely students would have ), meaning they
dressed nlice for the meeting. Teco bad they lost it.

Once in 2 while the people would get together and
ralax and eat thexe. A very old Coca-Cola bottle was found,
being as ¢ld as the ecarly 1%900°'s. Plates and pottery were
found to he from the early 1900°'s alzo. It ls more probable
that during a gathering llke this, the 1890 penny was lost
{adults were moze likely ¢o be carrying money).

Slowly though, the school started te fall apart.
The nalls found were cf & great varlety, made by different
blacksmiths at different times, meaning many rxepairs were
made along the vears . Even the roof was coming down
{stories of that happening }., Bwventually the school was
moved in the l9%teena or twentles. We're not positive, but
mest people think it was moved to the Meeting House Greene
in downtown Newmarket. When the zschool was wmoved, the floor
was taken out alsco, leaving a f£ive eor =six inch space from
the d:rxt floor to the top of the foundation. This is
determined becazuse some artlifacteg were f£ound four inches
into the ground that couldn't have bszen there before the
school was moved. Put the ell has a dlfferent story.

Ay far as we can tell, the ell wasn't moved.
Because of the grcat variety of axtifacts found in the ell,
we feel trings were stored in thexe during the move. The
conclusiocn that makaes the most sense is that the ell was
torn down ( bent nails, weod, plaster, and glass was found).
thin a bonfire was made of all the things no one wanted
{ some burnt artifacts were found }. After the bonfire, most
of the stuff was taken away, leaving the broken things on
the bciton there. Aacther theory that makes sense is that
while the ell was thexe, scmehow the lnside caughl on fire.
Lucklly it was stopped in tiwe and the building was torn
down { only some of the artifacts were burnt ). The most
unlikely, but stiil possible thaeaory, was that the ell was
moved and evarerything was just left there and forgotten.

, around this time, James Bentley ( William
Bentleys' father ] had bullt his house on that lot and was
living there. While we weze Glguing, we found a spaxkplug
four inches into the geound that is at least forty years
old. This meansg that Mr. Bentiley Cwned a caxr that was built
beforxe 1947, and for some reasomn Lhe sparkplug was thrown
into the front yard. He couald also have had a visitor that
had a c¢ar which was made before 18947. Being that the
sparkplug was forty yesrs o0ld and four inzchas i1 the yround,
approximately one inch of soil has been added cvery decade
e the site. .

. Sometimes, oven in a gulet towin like hewmarket,
there aze pollutiomists, throwing bottles aad trash onto
front yards. We could guess that bhecause wiiile cleaning the
dig site; we found besr and coke boutles and a8 madern day




windshieil w!per. That could also mean that the Benlicys'
put Lthesr trash these sometimes, even though Lhat's unlikely
because the dig s3ite isn't close enough to the roud so
garbage men could pick it up easily.

That was WHS 2%'s conclusion €or the excavatioun
that took place November 18, 1986. Katie Coxcocran, with
assistancce from Heathex Holt, put together the classes
conclusions and made the final zeport.
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