‘By MARGARET CONSALVI
Democrat Staff Writer

NEWMARKET — Nothing is
permanent except change. And al-
though necessary, change often
brings problems. Newmarket is
facing its share of problems now.
Homes and condominiums are
masking the land and causing such
a rate of growth in the town that
many problems are cropping up.

“Acres and acres of open space
are disappearing,” said Board of
Selectmen Chairwoman JoAnne
Hauschel earlier this month.

The land is Dbeing hungrily
gulped up by developers, and the
own'’s tremendous growth is high
on the list of priorities residents
and officials are now trying to ad-
dress because, according to offi-
cials, the housing boom is putting
a strain on municipal services, in-
cluding the school system.

In 1980 the town’s main concern
was the protection of its important
natural, scenic and historic re-
sources, and also that some action
be taken to support the town’s eth-
: nic and cultural diversity and
. stable family life.

But by 1984, primary concern
shifted to stabilizing and strength-
ening the local business economy
and, in particular, the downtown
business area. While earlier priori-
ties are still important to resi-
dents, they are no longer the main
focus.

“We need business and industry
to balance off the residential build-
ing,”” Mrs. Hauschel said recently.

She said the town has, as of No-
vember, tightened up its zoning or-
dinance regulations to control resi-
dential growth. For instance,
sewer and water access is now
more difficult to obtain and addi-

Growing into a ‘bedroom
community’ has offici
worried about the future

als

tions to starter homes are limited
to two bedrooms.

“It (action to implement a

stricter zoning ordinance) is al--

ways after the fact and there is a
limit to how strict the ordinance
can -be,” Mrs. Hauschel said.
“State laws leave very little room
about what you can and cannot

Still, the need to regulate growth
is obvious to most townspeople.

Selectman Ron Coker said New-
market is not the same town he
grew up in. “Going around town is
like going from one litile city to
another,” he said.

Coker remembers seeing only 20
cars pass on Main Street during a
whole night some 20 years ago.
“Now 20 cars go by in 20 minutes.

“The roads are overloaded and
so are the town services,’’ he said.

Planning Board Chairman Clar-
ence Hodsdon said it is the type of
growth, not the growth itself, that
creates problems. “‘It’s becoming
a bedroom town and that's not
good,”” he said, stating a balance
between industry and apartment

complexes is needed because of

the strain put on town services.

Police Chief Paul Gahan said he
is “pretty sure”’ another full-time
policeman will have to be hired as
a result of Newmarket’s rapid ex-
pansion.

Mrs. Hauschel said the largest
area of growth has been in the con-
struction of apartments and condo-
miniums. “It’s grown tremendous-
ly in the last 10 years and the last
five have been even worse,” she
said.

Water permits and housing per-
mit requests have been flooding in.
“We're bocked two to three
months in advance now,” said
Mrs. Hauschel, who was secrefary
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. The Twin River condominiums, left photo, less than a yea
. old, are an example of the many units of housing constructe
in Newmarket in recent years. The Town Hall, center photo
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